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Consider the Ethics

Reflect

In the opening panels, what different emotions can you identify in 
the exchanges between Ozzy and Daisy?  What is causing them?

Ozzy is proposing an “opportunity” to Daisy.  How will each of 
them benefit from it? Will one of them benefit more?  

Discuss

School can be a catalyst for various kinds of pressure.  What are 
some of yours? How do you manage them?

Are Ozzy and Daisy equally responsible for the decision they are 
making?  
 
“Integrity” is a word you hear almost every day, but it’s not a word 
that people spend a lot of time thinking about. If you had to ex-
plain it to someone, how would you do so?  Provide examples to 
help support your definition. 

Have you ever been in a situation where you were being asked to 
do something you know could potentially compromise your integ-
rity?  What did you decide?  Why?

Write

The idea that “the end justifies the means” argues that if a goal is 
important enough, any method of achieving it is acceptable, even 
if the method is unethical. What are some situations or scenarios, 
where this belief has been exemplified?  Did the end justify the 
means?  Explain.

In contrast, others argue that the “means” are just as important, 
if not more so, as the “ends.” This means that there are situations 
or scenarios, where how we get to our goal is just as important as 
getting there? Do you agree?  Explain.
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Consider the Ethics

Reflect

What are some of the ways Ozzy and Daisy are being academically 
dishonest in school?  What are some of the short-term gains? Do you 
think there might be long-term consequences?

Ozzy and Daisy put a lot of effort into devising ways to cheat.  Why 
are some students willing to do this instead of simply studying and 
completing their own work?  

Discuss

In your experiences as a student, what are some of the ways you have 
seen other students being academically dishonest? Do you think they 
considered the long-term impact of their decision?  

Why do you think students cheat?  Discuss suggestions and/or strategies 
to help others maintain their academic integrity.

How is “collusion” different from “collaboration?”  Use examples from the 
comic to differentiate between the two.

Write

When people face the decision to cheat, they often look to others to 
gain information about appropriate behavior. Lab experiments have 
shown that when people see others like them (e.g., their peers, or people 
they feel similar to) behaving unethically, they are more likely to cheat. 
Interestingly, others’ exemplary ethical behavior affects their likelihood 
to behave honestly, but it has a weaker influence, compared to others’ 
unethical behavior. Why do you think this is so?
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Consider the Ethics

Reflect

What sparks Ozzy’s crisis of conscience? Why has it taken him this long 
to realize he is doing something wrong?

What does Daisy reveal about her character?  Why is Ozzy so surprised?

Discuss

Identity can be described as who we think we are, as well as who others 
think we are.  What does this tell you about how identity is developed?

How does your perception of others affect how you treat them?

Write

A student caught cheating will typically insist that “It was the first time,” 
“It was stupid, and I’ll never do it again,” and, of course, “Please don’t 
tell my parents!”  But get below the surface, and you’ll find an implicit 
attitude that says: “Everyone cheats,” “It doesn’t really hurt anybody,” 
and “I don’t really care about this class.” There is seldom a deep 
understanding of why cheating is wrong. So, why is it wrong?
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Consider the Ethics

Reflect

What led to Ozzy and Daisy getting caught? How does each react 
to the situation?

What does “accountability” mean?  Is Ozzy fully accountable for his 
actions?  Is Daisy fully accountable for hers?

Discuss

Why do we let ourselves get away with unethical behavior that we would 
condemn in others?

In any organization, both formal structures (e.g., reporting unethical 
behavior) and informal cultures (e.g., acceptable/not acceptable norms 
formed and enforced by groups) shape conduct. How can both be 
important to reducing academic dishonesty?

Do you think Ozzy and Daisy were punished fairly?  Explain.

Write

A fundamental ethical principle is “Do No Harm.”  Discuss how 
academic dishonesty harms:

a.  Other students

b.  The instructor

c.  Friends and family

d.  The public/community at large



Ozzy and Daisy, the characters in Making the Grade, are 
confronted with the issue of academic integrity, and the ethics 
involved in their decision-making. What will they each decide 
when cheating for better grades is proposed?

The educational setting will hold many challenges for students 
- some academic, some economic, and quite often, those that 
confront the ethical systems students were raised on. 

This inevitably puts into question, “Do students understand 
the deep impact their choices will have upon them and 
others?” 

Our goal is to help students explore their own ethics, choose 
right over wrong, and be responsible for the consequences 
of their choices. To do so, students need to develop a value 
system that enables them to recognize how they affect others, 
to consider the consequences of their acts, and to adopt a 
mature set of goals. This can be achieved with consistent 
reinforcement in education--at all levels of schooling.

Making the Grade is a collaboration between the Texas Holocaust and 
Genocide Commission and Creative Studios at

The University of Texas at El Paso. 


